The moral imbecile is one who is defective in these two faculties of mind.
In the first place, he has no conception of any social or moral obligation. He lies, pilfers, steals, commits fraud or forgery, and is guilty of sexual offences, because these are his primitive instincts and because he is lacking in the faculty to appreciate that they are wrong. He has, in fact, no conception of right or wrong, and he is undeterred by punishment because he cannot conceive why he should be punished. Indeed, his defective moral sense usually causes him to be surprised and indignant when punishment follows his misdeeds.
In the second place, although he is not devoid of ordinary intelligence, and of the ability to adapt his acts to the requirements of the moment, he is lacking in the higher faculty of control and wisdom. He cannot take long views, he cannot check the gratification of his immediate desires for the sake of greater advantage in the future, he cannot even see that it would be to his advantage to so check them.
He is, in fact, as Mercier said, " a clever fool." And often enough he is not so clever as would appear on the surface, for in the commission of his crimes he will neglect some perfectly simple precaution, or be guilty of some gross oversight and bungling which inevitably lead to his speedy detection. The result is that, although he is perpetually committing crimes, he is usually perpetually being caught, he derives only the most fleeting advantage from his misdeeds, and his life is one long record of failure.
If it be borne in mind that the characteristic of the moral imbecile is not a defect of ordinary intelligence, but a defect of moral sense and of wisdom, I ain convinced that the difficulty hitherto experienced in diagnosing and dealing with these cases will be greatly reduced. There are, however, some other terms of the definition and to these I may briefly allude.
The mental defect must be permanent. 
